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and in the earlier cycle still, a mineral group-soul, so that
any animal group-soul is already highly specialised as the
result of its experiences in vegetable and mineral matter.

Each group-soul has attached to it a number
of animal bodies, say one hundred tiger bodies for one
particular group-soul. Then each of these tiger bodies
has one-hundredth of a group-soul attached to it, and, like
man, is quite separate during physical life, but that tiger
is not a permanent individual, and, after death and the
short astral life that follows it, has his soul merged back
into his own group-soul.

This can be more easily conceived by an analogy.
Suppose there is a bucket containing one hundred tumblers
of water, the water representing the whole group-soul, and
the hundred tumblers the hundred tiger bodies. Each
tumbler dipped into the bucket takes out a tumblerful of
water which takes the form of that tumbler and is separate
temporarily from the water remaining in the bucket and
from the water in the other tumblers. Now if some
colouring matter is put into each separate tumbler, that
represents the qualities developed by each of the separate
tiger souls during his life-time. The death of the animal
will be typified by pouring back the water from the tum-
bler into the bucket. But as the colouring distributed
through the whole water in the bucket will be much fainter
than when it was confined to one tumbler, the qualities of
one tiger are shared after his death by all the tigers in the
whole group-soul, though in a smaller degree. Also we
can never get the identical tumblerful of water a second
time from the bucket, while every tumblerful taken from
it in future will give some trace of the colouring of all the
different tumblerfuls of water poured back into it. Simi-
larly, no tiger can be reborn with the identical portion of